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Disappearing horses

Stolen Horse International, Inc. - promoting theft education my way

By Debi Metcalfe

hat started as a seacch for

Tedahuer tormed il 3 mission

that contimzes foday thrangh
Atclen orse Tndermatiomal, Tno
Wictims of erime reacl differently.
They work theouwgh the anger, [ear
arud Inss in various ways, Promoling
thelt education, 1 have decided. iz
TIF WV,

[ never Lh l:l'.fi'-."l'll aboul someone
stealing my horse, 1 happens ta the
cher person, righty Peaple associals
hiorse theeft watds The “00il Wesl,”

Tl Meteelte aod oo, e menonale of 5FR5
Sl Aliewd Sustean S Tt sieden Rogses

whick 15 a rmstaken behel My rack-
ing horse, Tdabo, was slolen in 1997,
There is nething Tilke learning a les
somt the hard way,

When Lilahe was stolen, my
husband and [ felt fike we were
suffocating, consumed hy an uncon-
trollable illness with no foresecable
ool W fell tmrmabailize] by the
[eedimgrs, which cansel us e lose
o onn slaily roulines, We wery
phivzically, emoticnally ancd
mentally huer,

The end of nocmal Began for us
one September morning maore than
aix vears ago, We lost so
mieh — o hovss, our
trost inpeeople and our
TR,

Theefl devees ot ilis-
cramizalie 1 ouches all
Breeds, disciplines, aul
horzes of any value,

Pay attention! With
apEproimately 40,000 o
8300 horses stolen each
vear in the Unifed Stles,
theft anly seeses like 2
silenl e ammemgr s,

Before there was SHI
When Iedatuo was stolen,
wie Gl Mliers we many
penple and buzinszses
azgociated with horses.
We searched through
humndreds of horses by
traveling ro sales and
folloraing tips, The hills
wiere high and the: search

was sl

T wias surprizesd o G mo
resources for Belp on horse thefl on
the [nlernet. Unknewingly, my work
afarted building a network of people
willing to azsizt in the zeacch k'
ztolen horses, That network is now
called Stolen Herse International,
[ne, {SHT,

W rovovered Tdabo on Sepi. 17,
1998, afler haer Qi was seen on a
corvenienee sore's dear, She had
caactured starvation, sichness, miles
of travel, abuse. and was sald at least
fiee times before fnding & home with
a aweel [kvear-ald girl in Tennesses,

[l was & bittersweet day my hus
band, Haveld, and [will neser forsret,
Mettber will the Gamily whe bl
erroveent L bover Delah v st momibes
ol norsing her Back o health and
show competitons. They, oo, were
victins of e sanme arime, but i a
different way

What are ldaho Alerts

and NetPosse?

Years later, many victimes are now
helped By the quick action of

Mt Fosse volunleers anil Tedab
Meris for Torses.

T Tedateor Adert, 21T alere
avslienn for missing and stolen iorses,
i mmaceed m bonor of Idabo and all
the peagple volved in lecating and
lowiing Lelabo,

The MetPozse theory is simple,
The more people wha et involved
eanse more people to learn about
thedt, and the recovery Tate gets
mitich higher,

it o foge b o
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When the news of theft reaches
SHT, time is of the ezsence. SHI and
the: NetPosse volunteers spring into
actiom. Limmediately send the [daho
Alert to thousands of peaple whe
petss L on fo thousands more,

Whien won recetve an Idaho Alert,
il can view the flier created by SHIL
s pietures of The horse, read g
tdeseripton, and get information thal
mdght Telp o e horse's recovery,

Metlosse valunleers posl lers,
diztribute them, allend horse events
and auctions, and send cncouragingeg
meszages to the viclimes, As the infor-
mation travels, other people becoma:
aware of theftz and horses are often
found, Frequently, people who
receive [daho Alerts aren't official
MetPosse members, but 2o0n join.
Others simplv pass the information
wlomg out of kindness,

[nformation travelz quickly and
miany horses have been recovered
thanks to this system. One horse was
locted injust 30 hours after emails
wilh perlinent information were
circulates] threongrh the Tnternet,
proving MelPosse and the Tilahe
Alerl system waork!

Siclen Horsa Infamaiional, fng, 24
qan-uril coroorshion in the shats of
Naorth Caraling, currenily searlg
SEIfELT stalus Irovn e fodarad
povammant. SHY iz unded by sales
feoum g fook Horse Thell, Been
There—Done Thal, procesds fram
ihe Southam Sales 50000
Frogeam, amd donghons,

Vislt SHY at www.nelposse.com
Vigyr the ez of curenily ovssimg
harses and rad e slodos of these
whi hidve been recoversd. You eoud
be e ke o heloing anather borse
il fevme,

One owner's experience

e pehice couldn’l ] me what o
e, bt 1 started calling feved siores,
horse people, vels, farmiers, aml
anyone elze 1 could think of ™ Thana
Feeid zavs of the theft of her horse in
April 2002,

*I made fliers and sent them to
anvone who might lool at them and
putt them up. Unfortunately, it was
sbout two weeks later that [ pot
Mrebi Metcalfe's number and finally
got some real information abaut
whad 1o di,”

[Mana’s horse, Micki, i= still mizs-
i, The reperossions are still
apparcal im her life, She knows that
she will never quit leoking in pas-
tures when she 15 driving, She won-
ders if she will ever pass a horse
trailer amd oot wonder whal kind of
horse is inside.

Dviana reminds us all, "You don't
just get vour harss stalen — vou grel
vour life stolen.”

Lite can change direction in a
heartheat. and send us down paths
we pever chose, and launch us on
Journevs we pever intended o take.
No one is immune to fate,

Law enforcement

Law enlorcement officers are often

ivverloaded with cases, and officers

are Mudimg WetPosse  uset] tool in
Lhetr Investigralions.

Mall Lunsford of the Preble
County, O, Shoerill's olfice said,
"Ihiz iz 2 wonderiul resource and
Dlebi's ability and dedication make if
an outatanding law enforcement fonl,
Contacting SHI s 1z my depariment’s
plan of action in case of horse thed."

Don't turn your back

Stolen horses can be anywherc.
Searching for one iz like trving to
find a needle in & haystacl, except in
Ifis caze, the havstack leeps moving.

TTee pext time vou hear or roal
about a theft don't turn away think-
ing, “That horse is gone, 102 2 wasle
of time,” Mever underestimate the
porwer of ome, Victims need vour
help,

Can von honestly say it won't
happen (o yon® K

Debi Hetealfe is a rider, writer, speaker and
founder of Stolen Horse International, Inc.
She [ives in Shelby, H.C

Cslalentiorsefineposse.cem)

2 Lebi Merealfe, AN wights severvnd

What can you do?

Offer your help. How long doas it
f=ke o fang a fara e feed slore
when vou buy feed 7 Waukd vad
foreard an emai el malice 1o e
friends? Could pou post a Mer af he
nexd fiorse svant pou atfend? idare
a aiffarenca, Join ave of he
NeiPosse qroups foday ar

WL NSIDoESE. GO,

Turn your emply feed bags
finta cash for SHI with Southern
Siales' S HOW (Special Horse
Organization Winners) program.
Jusit by doing wihal pou'ne airesd
oy — @iving your forses
Souther Shales feed, SH can ear
i for each procd of purchase from
Reliance feed bags and 25¢ for
aant Legends® or Tnple Grown®
fent iy,

Ann Schulmenich is SHI's
SO Program coordinator,
Flpgsn end Ber vour proalal
purchase coupons. Email her af
baldamiE@rpolnel, ar gei hear aiing
aoklress ard more nfenmalion ai

W, nalDDsse, comy

S HOLW Program.tm,

SHT il ave & Dol and Doli Wetealte
ptll fresnnf penmense af e S04
Virginig Egrese Exlvavaganze in
Hivieond, Apeit 20-0Mqy 2,
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